
GETTING YOU STARTED:

Length of Tour:

9 Day Driving Tour from Albuquerque to Taos and Tucumcari

Places to Stay:

Best Western Motor Inn, Albuquerque, NM
Best Western Kachina Lodge and Meetings Center, Taos, NM
Best Western Pow Wow Inn, Tucumcari, NM

From the Airport:

Directions from Albuquerque International Sunport to Best
Western American Motor Inn, Albuquerque, NM:

• Start out going EAST on SUNPORT BLVD SE toward SUN-
PORT LOOP SE.

• SUNPORT BLVD SE becomes SUNPORT LOOP SE.
• Turn SLIGHT RIGHT onto SUNPORT BLVD SE.
• Merge onto I-25 N toward I-40 / DOWNTOWN & SANTA FE.
• Merge onto I-40 E via EXIT 226AB toward SANTA ROSA.
• Take the TRAMWAY BOULEVARD exit- EXIT 167.
• Turn RIGHT onto TRAMWAY BLVD NE / NM-556 S.
• Turn RIGHT onto CENTRAL AVE NE.
• End at 12999 Central Ave NE, Albuquerque, NM

Total Distance of Tour:

510 miles | 820 km
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The Land of Enchantment Tour:
Albuquerque/Taos/Tucumcari
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DAY 01:

The Indian Pueblo Culture Center

+1 505 843 7270 or +1 800 766 4405
2401 12th St NW
Albuquerque, NM 87104-2302
United States

Description:
The cultural center is owned and operated by the 19 Pueblo Tribes
of New Mexico. Visit the museums, galleries and gift shops where
more than 305,000 visitors annually experience the culture, art and
history of pueblo life. Children are welcome to join hands-on experi-
ences in the Pueblo House Children's Museum. Art and craft work-
shops, various Indian Rites and many special celebrations and
events are planned throughout the year. 

Hours: 9pm - 5:30 pm Daily.

Directions from Hotel:

• Start out going WEST on CENTRAL AVE NE / CENTRAL AVE SE
toward FIGUEROA ST NE.

• Turn RIGHT onto JUAN TABO BLVD NE.
• Merge onto I-40 W via the ramp on the LEFT.
• Take the 6TH ST SOUTH exit- EXIT 158- toward 12TH ST.
• Ramp becomes I-40 W.
• Turn SLIGHT RIGHT onto 12TH ST NW.
• End at 2401 12th St NW, Albuquerque, NM 87104-2302, US

Distance: 10 miles | 16 km

Sandia Peak Tramway
+1 505 856 7325
#10 Tramway Loop Northeast
Albuquerque, NM 87122-2017
United States

Description:
This tramway lifts you from the Sandia foothills through five natural
life zones to the top of the Sandia Mountains, more than 10,000

feet above sea level. Time and terrain seem to move in harmony as
passengers scout the rugged canyons and lush forests for bighorn
sheep and deer. The tram docks alongside the High Finance
Restaurant. This is a must see. With 2.7 miles of sky-view travel,
be sure to visit this spot while in Albuquerque.

Admission: USD $15 adults, USD $13 seniors, USD $12
adults/seniors with dinner reservations, USD $10 kids (5-12).
Hours: Memorial Day-Labor Day: 9am-9pm daily; Labor Day-
Memorial Day: 9am-8pm Mon-Tue, Thu-Sun; 5pm-8pm Wed
Website: www.sandiapeak.com

Directions from The Indian Pueblo Culture Center to Sandia
Peak Tramway:

• Start out going SOUTH on 12TH ST NW toward INDIAN SCHOOL
RD NW.

• Turn LEFT onto I-40 E.
• Turn SLIGHT RIGHT onto INDIAN SCHOOL RD NW.
• Merge onto I-40 E.
• Merge onto I-25 N via EXIT 159BC toward SANTA FE
• Take EXIT 232 toward NM-423 / PASEO DEL NORTE.
• Stay STRAIGHT to go onto N PAN AMERICAN FWY NE /

FRONTAGE RD N.
• Turn RIGHT onto PASEO DEL NORTE NE.
• Turn SLIGHT LEFT onto TRAMWAY BLVD NE / NM-556 N.
• Turn RIGHT onto TRAMWAY RD NE.
• TRAMWAY RD NE becomes TRAMWAY LOOP NE.
• End at 10 Tramway Loop NE, Albuquerque, NM 87122-2017, US

Distance: 14.5 miles | 23 km

Dine at the High Finance
Restaurant/Return to Hotel

Directions from Sandia Peak Tramway to Hotel:

• Start out going NORTHWEST on TRAMWAY LOOP NE toward
SANDIA HEIGHTS RD NE.

• TRAMWAY LOOP NE becomes TRAMWAY RD NE.
• Turn LEFT onto TRAMWAY BLVD NE / NM-556 S.
• Turn RIGHT onto CENTRAL AVE NE.
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• End at 12999 Central Ave NE, Albuquerque, NM 87123-3027, US

Distance: 9.5 miles | 15 km

DAY 02:

Old Town

+1 505 243 3215 
303 Romero NW
Albuquerque, NM
87104-1481

Description:

Take a walk through history around Albuquerque's original central
plaza, the serene village that has been the focal point of community
life since 1706. Quiet hidden patios, winding brick paths, gardens
and balconies are waiting to be discovered. Wrought iron benches
and adobe bancos (benches) beckon you to rest in the shade and
watch people stroll. Unique items from around the world, as well as
those distinctively Southwestern, can be found in more than 100
shops and boutiques.

Admission: FREE
Hours: 24 hours daily, business hours vary.
Website: www.oldtownalbuquerque.com

Directions from Hotel to Old Town:

• Start out going WEST on CENTRAL AVE NE / CENTRAL AVE SE
toward DORADO PL SE.

• Turn RIGHT onto JUAN TABO BLVD NE.
• Merge onto I-40 W via the ramp on the LEFT.
• Take the RIO GRANDE BLVD. exit- EXIT 157A.
• Turn LEFT onto RIO GRANDE BLVD NW / NM-194 S.
• Turn SLIGHT LEFT onto ROMERO ST NW.
• End at 303 Romero St NW, Albuquerque, NM 87104-1481, US

Distance: 11.5 miles | 18 km

Cliff's Amusement Park

+1 505 881 9373
4800 Osuna Rd NE
Albuquerque, NM 87109-2314
United States

Description:

From April to October, this playground is open for the young and
the young at heart. It offers more than 23 rides, games of skill,
arcade and redemption deals and a variety of great food and gifts.
Centrally located in Albuquerque for a convenient playful get away,
this place is sure to put a smile on your face and a little extra spring
in your step. Call or check website for admission prices.

Hours: Hours vary according to day and month, call or
check website.
Website: info@cliffsamusementpark.com

Directions from Old Town to Amusement Park:

• Start out going SOUTH on ROMERO ST NW toward
N PLAZA ST NW.

• Turn RIGHT onto S PLAZA ST NW.
• Turn RIGHT onto RIO GRANDE BLVD NW / NM-194 N.
• Merge onto I-40 E.
• Merge onto I-25 N via EXIT 159BC toward SANTA FE.
• Take EXIT 229 toward JEFFERSON ST.
• Merge onto N PAN AMERICAN FWY NE.
• Turn RIGHT onto OSUNA RD NE.
• End at 4800 Osuna Rd NE, Albuquerque, NM 87109-2314, US

Distance: 7 miles | 11.5 km

Return to Hotel

Directions from Amusement Park to Hotel:

• Start out going EAST on OSUNA RD NE toward SAN MATEO
BLVD NE.

• Turn RIGHT onto SAN MATEO BLVD NE.
• Merge onto I-40 E via the ramp on the LEFT.
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• Take the TRAMWAY BOULEVARD exit- EXIT 167.
• Turn RIGHT onto TRAMWAY BLVD NE / NM-556 S.
• Turn RIGHT onto CENTRAL AVE NE.
• End at 12999 Central Ave NE, Albuquerque, NM 87123-3027, US

Distance: 9 miles | 14.5 km

DAY 03:

New Mexico Museum of
Natural History

+1 505 841 2800
1801 Mountain Rd NW
Albuquerque, NM 87104-1375
United States

Description:

Take a walk through time from the big bang through the ice ages in
one of the premier natural history museums in the country. Also,
discover a great collection of massive dinosaurs while you watch
technicians work on actual fossils. You can also experience the
Dynamax Theater with its multi-story screen and super sound sys-
tem. Step into the Time Machine and stop by the Lode Star Center
that includes a high-tech, 175-seat theater, telescope and planetari-
um. The Nature Works store in the museum features a unique
inventory of items related to dinosaurs, birds, and various species
of animals and scientific gadgets.

Admission: USD $6 adults. USD $5 seniors, USD $3 children under
12, FREE for children under 3.
Hours: Daily 9 am - 5 pm
Website: www.NMnaturalhistory.org

Directions from Hotel to Museum:

• Start out going WEST on CENTRAL AVE NE / CENTRAL AVE SE
toward DORADO PL SE.

• Turn RIGHT onto JUAN TABO BLVD NE.
• Merge onto I-40 W via the ramp on the LEFT.
• Take the RIO GRANDE BLVD. exit- EXIT 157A.

• Turn LEFT onto RIO GRANDE BLVD NW / NM-194 S.
• Turn LEFT onto MOUNTAIN RD NW.
• End at 1801 Mountain Rd NW, Albuquerque, NM 87104-1375, US

Petroglyph National Monument

+1 505 899 0205
6001 Unser Blvd Northwest
Albuquerque, NM 87120-2069
United States

Description:

Take a historical hike among 15,000, ancient rock drawings which
date back thousands of years (just remember to bring a camera,
some comfortable walking shoes and a hat).

The 7,100-acre monument contains some of the nation's largest
natural displays of prehistoric artwork. Anasazi nomadic hunters
etched various drawings and messages onto the black basalt boul-
ders of the escarpment just west of the Rio Grande. Five dormant
volcanic cones and a seventeen-mile basalt escarpment show how
a series of eruptions over 100,000 years ago formed the West
Mesa. The basalt boulders that tumbled down to the escarpment's
edge later provided an ideal material for carving Puebloan and
Spanish petroglyphs. Changing hands over the centuries, this land
is now part of the Open Space network.

Established in 1990, Petroglyph National Monument is unique not
only in its history and landscape, but in its management as well.
This 7,244-acre monument relies on a partnership between the
National Park Service and the City of Albuquerque Open Space
Division to protect its nearly 20,000 petroglyphs and provide recre-
ational and educational opportunities to the public.

This is an adventurous, educational experience. Visitors can take a
ranger-guided tour that can last up to two hours or explore various
trails on their own.

Admission: USD $2 weekends, USD $1 weekdays.
Hours: Year round 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Website: www.cabq.gov/openspace/petroglyph.html
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Directions from Museum to Monument:

• Start out going WEST on MOUNTAIN RD NW toward
19TH ST NW.

• Turn RIGHT onto RIO GRANDE BLVD NW / NM-194 N.
• Merge onto I-40 W via the ramp on the LEFT.
• Take the NORTH COORS RD. exit- EXIT 155- toward

RIO RANCHO.
• Merge onto COORS BLVD NW / NM-448 N.
• Turn LEFT onto WESTERN TRL NW.
• Turn RIGHT onto UNSER BLVD NW.
• End at 6001 Unser Blvd NW, Albuquerque, NM 87120-2069, US

Distance: 6.5 miles | 10.5 km

Return to Hotel

Directions from Monument to Hotel:

• Start out going NORTHWEST on UNSER BLVD NW.
• Make a U-TURN at UNSER BLVD NW onto UNSER BLVD NW.
• Turn LEFT onto WESTERN TRL NW.
• Turn RIGHT onto COORS BLVD NW / NM-448 S.
• Merge onto I-40 E toward SANTA ROSA.
• Take the TRAMWAY BOULEVARD exit- EXIT 167.
• Turn RIGHT onto TRAMWAY BLVD NE / NM-556 S.
• Turn RIGHT onto CENTRAL AVE NE.
• End at 12999 Central Ave NE, Albuquerque, NM 87123-3027, US

Distance: 18 miles | 28 km

DAY 04:

Rio Grande Zoological Park

+1 505 764 6200
7900-7999 Stephan Rd SW
Albuquerque, NM 87121-7605
United States

Description: 
With everything from rare and exotic animals to comical and com-
mon species, the zoo offers award-winning natural habitat displays
of white tigers, polar bears, big cats, great apes and just about
everything else that came off Noah's Ark. Feeding times for the Sea
Lion and Seals are 10:30am and 3:30pm daily. Do not miss it. Shop
for hats, toys, film and gifts in the gift shop, open daily. Snack bars
are open and an extensive menu is offered at the Cottonwood
Cafe. Catering services are also available for group or corporate
events.

Admission: USD $7 adults, USD $3 seniors and children (3-15),
FREE for children under 3.
Hours: 9 AM - 5 PM Daily
Website: www.cabq.gov/biopark

Directions from Hotel to Park:

• Start out going WEST on CENTRAL AVE NE / CENTRAL AVE SE
toward DORADO PL SE.

• Turn RIGHT onto JUAN TABO BLVD NE.
• Merge onto I-40 W via the ramp on the LEFT.
• Take the COORS RD. exit- EXIT 155- toward RIO RANCHO.
• Take the SOUTH COORS RD. ramp.
• Merge onto COORS BLVD NW.
• Turn SLIGHT RIGHT onto BRIDGE BLVD SW.
• Turn LEFT onto UNSER BLVD SW.
• Turn RIGHT onto TOWER RD SW.
• Turn LEFT onto JULIAN AVE SW.
• Turn LEFT onto TIFFANY RD SW.
• Turn RIGHT onto LIBBY AVE SW.
• End at 7900-7999 Stephan Rd SW, Albuquerque, NM

87121-7605, US

Distance: 16.5 miles | 26.5 km
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Rio Grande Botanic Garden
Summer Nights

+1 505 764 6200
2601 Central Ave. NW
Albuquerque, NM 87104
United States

Description:
Summer Nights musical concerts are performed by local and
regional talent in the beautiful setting of the Botanic Garden every
Thursday evening June through mid-August. During the concerts,
you can stroll the grounds and enjoy a magic show, a caricature
artist, the Garden's model train and model boats on the pond. The
Aquarium is also open during the concerts. The PNM Butterfly
Pavilion and the Heritage Farm are open from 6 to 8 pm.

Admission: Adults USD $8, Seniors (65+) USD $4, Children (3-12)
USD $4, Children under 3 FREE 
Hours: Gates open at 6PM. Concerts from 7PM - 9 PM. Check
website for concert schedules and performers.
Website: http://www.cabq.gov/biopark/garden/summernights.html

Directions from Park to Botanic Garden:

• Start out going NORTH on LIBBY AVE SW toward
AMBERLY RD SW.

• Turn LEFT onto TIFFANY RD SW.
• Turn RIGHT onto JULIAN AVE SW.
• Turn RIGHT onto TOWER RD SW.
• Turn LEFT onto COORS BLVD SW.
• Turn SLIGHT RIGHT onto CENTRAL AVE SW.
• Make a U-TURN at NEW YORK AVE SW onto CENTRAL

AVE NW.
• End at 2601 Central Ave NW, Albuquerque, NM 87104, US

Distance: 4.5 miles | 7 km

Return to Hotel

Directions from Rio Grande Botanic Garden to Hotel:

• Start out going SOUTH on CENTRAL AVE NW toward TINGLEY
DR SW.

• Make a U-TURN at TINGLEY DR SW onto CENTRAL AVE SW.\
• Turn LEFT onto RIO GRANDE BLVD NW / NM-194 N.
• Merge onto I-40 E.
• Take the TRAMWAY BOULEVARD exit- EXIT 167.
• Turn RIGHT onto TRAMWAY BLVD NE / NM-556 S.
• Turn RIGHT onto CENTRAL AVE NE.
• End at 12999 Central Ave NE, Albuquerque, NM 87123-3027, US

Distance: 12 miles | 19.5 km

DAY 05:

Drive to Taos

Directions from Best Western American Motor Inn,
Albuquerque, NM to Best Western Kachina Lodge and
Meetings Center, Taos, NM:

• Start out going WEST on CENTRAL AVE NE / CENTRAL AVE SE
toward DORADO PL SE.

• Turn RIGHT onto JUAN TABO BLVD NE.
• Merge onto I-40 W via the ramp on the LEFT.
• Merge onto I-25 N via EXIT 159BC toward SANTA FE.
• Merge onto US-285 N / US-84 N via EXIT 282 toward LOS ALAM-

OS / TAOS / SANTA FE-PLAZA.
• Stay STRAIGHT to go onto N RIVERSIDE DR / NM-68 N.

Continue to follow NM-68 N.
• NM-68 N becomes PASEO DEL PUEBLO NORTE / US-64.
• End at 413 State Hwy 522 (N. Pueblo Rd.), Taos, NM 87571, US

Distance: 138 miles | 222 km
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Pueblo de Taos

Taos, NM
United States

Description:

Located in the valley of a small tributary of the Rio Grande, Taos
comprises a group of habitations and ceremonial centers which are
representative of a culture largely derived from the traditions of the
pre-historic Anasazi Indian tribes who settled near the present bor-
ders of Arizona, New Mexico, Utah and Colorado. Pueblo de Taos
is thought to have appeared before 1400 and is the best preserved
of the pueblos north of the border defined by the Treaty of
Guadalupe Hidalgo (1848).

Taos Pueblo, New Mexico, has been a center of Native-American
culture since the 17th century. The Pueblo of Taos, still active
today, symbolizes Indian resistance to external rule. The mission of
San Geronimo, one of the earliest in New Mexico, was built near
Taos Pueblo in the early 17th century. During the 18th century, Taos
played an important role in resisting Spanish colonization.

As the need for defensive structures relaxed, certain European
architectural traits were adapted. These included: fireplaces, exteri-
or doors and a more extensive use of windows. Nevertheless, Taos
is a remarkable example of a traditional type of architectural
ensemble from the pre-hispanic period of the Americas unique to
this region. It is representative of a culture which has become vul-
nerable under the impact of irreversible change.

Inscribed in 1992 as a Cultural site.

Admission: FREE
Hours: 7 days a week, 24 hours a day

Directions from Hotel:
• Walking distance (under 5 min.) from Hotel, heading SW.

Navajo Gallery

+1 505 758 3250
210 Ledoux St.
Taos, NM 87571-5944
United States

Description:
The museum's permanent collection includes over 200 works of art
by more than 50 Taos artists. Also on display are many paintings by
Duane Van Vechten (1898-1977). Duane Van Vechten's work had
been relatively unknown, even in Taos, because she rarely allowed
her paintings to be sold.

Hours: 11AM - 5PM Daily

Directions from Hotel:

• Start out going SOUTHWEST on PASEO DEL PUEBLO NORTE /
• US-64 toward BROOKS ST.
• Stay STRAIGHT to go onto PASEO DEL PUEBLO SUR / NM-68.
• Turn RIGHT onto CAMINO DE LA PLACITAS / NM-240.
• Turn LEFT onto LEDOUX ST.
• End at 210 Ledoux St, Taos, NM 87571-5944, US

Distance: 1 mile | 1.6 km

Taos Art Museum and Fechin
Institute

+1 505 758 2690 or +1 505 758 1710
227 Paseo del Pueblo Norte
Taos, NM 87571-7316
United States

Description:

Taos Art Museum: the museum's permanent collection includes
over 200 works of art by more than 50 Taos artists. Also on display
are many paintings by Duane Van Vechten (1898-1977). Duane
Van Vechten's work had been relatively unknown, even in Taos,
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because she rarely allowed her paintings to be sold.

Fechin Institute: The interior of this extraordinary adobe house,
built between 1927 and 1933 by Russian émigré and artist Nicolai
Fechin, is a marvel of carved Russian-style woodwork and furniture
that glistens with an almost golden sheen. Fechin constructed it to
showcase his daringly colorful paintings. The collection here
includes paintings from more than 50 Taos artists, including
founders of the original Taos Society of Artists.

Admission: USD $6
Hours: 10AM - 5PM Tuesday - Sunday. Call ahead for holiday and
winter hours.

Directions from Navajo Museum:

• Start out going WEST on LEDOUX ST toward RANCHITOS RD /
NM-240.

• Turn RIGHT onto RANCHITOS RD / NM-240.
• Turn RIGHT onto CAMINO DE LA PLACITAS / NM-240.
• Turn LEFT onto PASEO DEL PUEBLO SUR / NM-68.
• PASEO DEL PUEBLO SUR / NM-68 becomes PASEO DEL

PUEBLO NORTE / US-64.
• End at 227 Paseo Del Pueblo Norte, Taos, NM 87571-7316, US

Distance: 1 mile | 1.6 km

Return to Hotel

Directions from Art Museum/Institute to Hotel:

• Start out going NORTHEAST on PASEO DEL PUEBLO NORTE /
US-64 toward PLAZA GARCIA.

• End at 413 State Hwy 522, Taos, NM 87571, US

Distance: .25 miles | .4 km

DAY 06:

Native Sons Adventures Racecourse
Rafting Tour

+1 505 758 9342 or 800 753 7559
1033 Paseo del Pueblo Sur
Taos, NM 87571-5969
United States

Description: 
A six-mile, 3-4 hour trip over Class II and III rapids. This is a great
tour for groups and families seeking moderate adventure. Paddlers
work together to negotiate boulder mazes, waves, drops and
chutes. Trips leave twice a day from the Rio Grande Gorge Vistors
Center 15 miles south of Taos.

Admission: USD $50 Adults, USD $42 Children under 11. Must be
at least 6 years of age to participate.
Hours: Choose between an 8:30 AM or 12:30 PM tour. Seasonal
(April 22 - October 15).
Website: www.nativesonsadventures.com

Directions from Hotel:

• Start out going SOUTHWEST on PASEO DEL PUEBLO NORTE /
US-64 toward BROOKS ST.

• Stay STRAIGHT to go onto PASEO DEL PUEBLO SUR / NM-68.
• End at 1033 Paseo Del Pueblo Sur, Taos, NM 87571-6199, US

Distance: 2.5 miles | 4 km

Drive to Tucumcari/Overnight at Best
Western Pow Wow Inn, Tucumcari,
NM

Directions from Best Western Kachina Lodge and Meetings
Center, Taos, NM to Best Western Pow Wow Inn, Tucumcari,
NM:

• Start out going SOUTHWEST on PASEO DEL PUEBLO NORTE /
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US-64 toward BROOKS ST.
• Stay STRAIGHT to go onto PASEO DEL PUEBLO SUR / NM-68.
• Turn LEFT onto NM-518.
• Turn LEFT to stay on NM-518.
• Turn LEFT onto NM-65 / UNIVERSITY AVE.
• Turn RIGHT onto NM-65 E / E UNIVERSITY AVE.
• Merge onto I-25 S.
• Take the US-84 S exit- EXIT 339- toward ROMEROVILLE /

SANTA ROSA.
• Turn LEFT onto US-84 / HISTORIC ROUTE 66. Continue to

follow US-84.
• Merge onto I-40 E via the ramp on the LEFT.
• Take the TUCUMCARI BOULEVARD / I-40-BL E / US-54 E exit-

EXIT 329.
• Merge onto I-40 BL E.
• End at 801 W Route 66 Blvd (West Tucumcari Blvd.), Tucumcari,

NM 88401-3316, US

Distance: 202 miles | 325 km

DAYS 07 AND 08:

Grand Canyon National Park

Description:
The Grand Canyon draws more than 10 million visitors a year. As
one of the seven natural wonders of the world, this amazing land-
scape awes and inspires.

Hours: Open Daily.
Website: www.thecanyon.com

Directions:
• See Hotel for complete directions to nearby canyons.

DAY 09:

Travel to Albuquerque International
Sunport

Directions from Best Western Pow Wow Inn, Tucumcari, NM to
Albuquerque International Sunport:

• Start out going WEST on W TUCUMCARI BLVD / I-40 BL W /
W ROUTE 66 BLVD toward S 10TH ST. Continue to follow I-40
BL W.

• Merge onto I-40 W toward ALBUQUERQUE
• Merge onto I-25 S via EXIT 159BC toward LAS CRUCES.
• Take the SUNPORT BLVD. exit- EXIT 221- toward AIRPORT.
• Turn LEFT onto SUNPORT BLVD SE.
• Take the DEPARTING FLIGHTS / TICKETING / CHECK-IN ramp.
• Stay STRAIGHT to go onto SUNPORT BLVD SE.
• End at Albuquerque International Sunport, 2200 Sunport Blvd Se,

Albuquerque, NM 87106, US

Distance: 177 miles | 285 km
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